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FATHER SIMON SAYS...

On Friday. June 23, Fr.

James celebrated a Mass of
Thanksgiving for his last seven
years of leadership @SaintBP.
During his "extended” and
powerful homily. he quoted
Paul who referred to the
phases of growth in a church community,
| planted, Apollos watered. but God gave
the growth.” (1 Corinthians 3:16). As it turns
out, Fr. Bernie ONell, was also present

for this Mass. Fr. Bernie was the priest
who originally brought the three parishes
together. laying the physical and spiritual
foundation for what is now Saint Benedict.
Fr. Joames continued with his own version
of the passage. 'Bernie planted. James
watered. but God gave the growth.and
Simon is going to bring in the harvest!” |
have honestly never been part of such an
intentional transition, and | am so grateful
to Fr. James for the way he has set us
all up for an amazing future and. God-
wiling. an abundant harvest. Thanks to all
who have supported Fr. James and me
over these last few months with your
love and prayers.

| guess this is my first time writing to
you from the pastor's chair. For a period
of time. it was unclear if | was going to
get an assistant priest. | am excited to
announce that we currently have not one
but two priests who will be joining us!
As many of you know. Fr. Jim O Connor
(Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth) wil
begin as the Associate Pastor as of
August 15, God is also blessing us with
Fr. Matthew Keshwah (Archdiocese of
Ottawa) who will be joining us for an
-month internship starting September 1

WORKSHOP ON FUNERALS & MASS INTENTIONS
If you have been reading along. Fr. James
has written about developments around
funerals and Mass intentions iN the May
and June editions of the Bene Dictus. |
know that Fr. James tried hard to explain

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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FATHER SIMON SAYS CONTINUED

the "why' behind these changes. That
peing said. it is easy to mMisunderstand
and jump to incorrect conclusions
when we are just reading text. With
this iIn Mind. I'd like to invite anyone
who is interested to join us for a short
presentation followed by a Q&A session
IN the parish hall on Tuesday, July 18, at
10 am. | would ask that you come with
sincere questions and an open heart

so that we can discuss and better
understand these important topics.

DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE (AND, MORE SO, YOUR
PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS)...

As children and teenagers have come
to the end of another school year, the
opportunities for growing in faith are
ever increasing. Laura desires to help
our SBP Kids to encounter Jesus and
grow in relationship with HimM each
week, and so she will continue to run
SHINE (Seeking HmM IN Everything) all
surmmer long. To continue to serve

N this way. she wil need the help of
parishioners who have a heart for kids
and who can cormmit to joining her
team. If you might be interested in this
kind of ministry. please reach out to
Laura to begin the conversation about
how you can best serve (laurao®
saintbenedict.ca).

I'd also ask that you pray for our
upcoming Vacation Bible School (VBS).
taking place the week of July 10-14.

Several adults and teens have been
working hard to prepare for this big
week for kids. Please be patient as
there will be a lot of excitement around
the parish during the mornings that
week. The Qam Mass on Friday. July 14
will have a special VBS focus.

As this Bene Dictus is coming hot off
the press, 53 of our teenagers (and 11
adult chaperones) are participating in
the Steubenville Atlantic Conference
(July 7-9). This conference is one of the
places where teens consistently have
powerful, life-changing experiences of
God. which pay dividends in their own
personal lives and for our parish as a
whole Please lift this whole conference
up INn prayer. On the cover of this issue
Is Meg Currie, one of the young people
frormn our parish who attended and
shared a rich testimony at Steubenville
last sumnmer (and is attending again
this year).

SAINT BENEDICT - PRAY FOR US!

Finally. | just want to remind you of the
Feast of Saint Benedict on Tuesday,
July 1. For those who are able, please
join us for Qam Mass. Others are
encouraged to pray on your own for
the intercession of our patron saint.
Whatever you do. please be sure to
celebratel
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®© MINISTRY

PACT (PREPARING AND
CELEBRATING TOGETHER)

GABBIE RICAFORT
Bene Dictus Team

Preparation for First
Reconciliation and First
Communion at Saint Benedict Parish is
family-centred and done in a small group
of about 8-10 families. We call our program,
PACT : Preparing And Celebrating Together.

Children who completed a year of Faith
Formation in our Parish can take part in
the program. In PACT. we prepare as a
family.  The families attend the Qam Mass

every Sunday during the preparation process

Together, they attend 4 First Reconciliation
sessions and 4 First Communion sessions.
Parents are the most important teachers
of the faith to their chidren. Our parish
community is there to support them in this
role.

Liom and Anna Lichodzijewski celebrated
First Reconciliation and First Communion
@SaiNtBP.  Their parents, Michael and Katie,
reflects on the familys experience:

HI My name is Michael Lichodzijewski and
my wife Katie are | are proud parents of
three beautiful children: Liarm. Anna, and
Emilie. Over the past two years we had
the great priviege of participating in PACT.

BENE DICTUS - July 201/

Our children's experiences on their way to
First Reconciliation and First Communion
were wonderful. The combination of at-
home readings and family activities and
group activities with other children and
families taking the same journey as us

were definitely a great way to explore and
learn about our faith. The leaders went

out of therr way to make the chidren and
the adults comfortable. Singing. dancing.
prayng. playng - and baking - Liarm and
Anna learned about God's loving forgiveness
and mercy. while we, the parents. had the
benefit of refreshing our own knowledge
and gained new perspectives on what it is
to be followers of Jesus by reading articles.
watching videos, taking part in wonderfully
fun quizzes., and sharing our own
experiences from the days when we were
the ones getting ready for the sacraments.
The church tour was very educational and it
was quite interesting to see what things look
ke behind the scenes. We are very grateful
to Dinah. Fr. James. and everyone else who
mMade the anxious times a little less anxious
and to all who made us feel welcome and
mMade the process so special. Three or four
mMore years, and well be back at PACT with
our youngest Emilie. God bless. Michael

THE NEXT SESSION OF PACT WILL BEGIN IN
SEPTEMBER. PLEASE CONTACT DINAH (SEE
BACK PAGE) FOR MORE DETAILLS.

saintbenedict.co 4



TWO GENERATIONS OF NET MISSIONARIES

MEET HEATHER &
CAMERON ORLANDO

JENNA LEBLANC
Bene Dictus Team

The Orlando family has a
unique shared experience, In
that both mom Heather and
daughter Cameron have said yes to God's
call to work as missionaries with the National
Evangelization Team (NET). NET missionaries
spend a year as a member of a team

that travels across their assigned country
serving parishes through retreats and training
sessions. with a particular focus on bringing
the joy of the gospel to young people. |
spoke with both mother and daughter about
their passion for bringing Christ to young
people.

WHAT LED YOU TO APPLY FOR NET?

HEATHER: | served with NET in
the early 90s when | was
about 20 years old. | was
dealng with some struggles in
My personal life and | felt God
caling me to step away and
iMmmerse mMmuyself in ministry. |
was relying on a deep faith and my desire
to serve God when | applied. Once accepted.
the weight of the mission fell quite heavily on
me. but | knew | was where God wanted
me to be.

5 saintbenedict.ca

CAMERON: It all happened very quickly. | was
applying for college one week and signing
up for a NET recruitment retreat the next |
didnt go in intending to apply for NET. but
the retreat opened my heart. It was such

a blessing to hear from other missionaries
about their experiences - they universally
spoke about it as the best year of their lives,
and a time that profoundly changed them
for the better. | have a real passion for youth
Ministry and it was so exciting for me to be
iN a room with many other people who felt
the same wayl | got excited and decided to
apply — within two weeks | got the news
that I'd been accepted. So my life plans
changed very quicklyl

HEATHER, WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO SERVE ON NET?
God truly made me NEW during our several
weeks of training. | grew in My own persondl
faith, and also In My abllity to share that
faith with others, and | discovered a renewed
zeal for helping others to encounter Christ.

| found muyself on a team of individuals |
never would have chosen for muyself, but
My teammates and | learned how to work
together for our shared goal - bringing

the hearts of teens to Christ. In the 20-

plus years since, I've always found myself
working in youth ministry. and | regularly find
mMyself leaning on the skills and techniques |
learned through my time at NET. My former
tearnmates and | stay in touch and they
have been a source of abundant grace in
My life.

BENE DICTUS - July 2017
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CAMERON, WHAT WAS IT LIKE GROWING UP WITH A
MOM WHO’'D BEEN A MISSIONARY?

Faith was always an important
and integrated part of our life.
We went to Mass on Sundays
and prayed together, but it was
SO Mmuch more than that - we
talked about God at the dinner
table and in the car, and our faith was truly
part of everything we did At my old parish,
this left me feeling a bit lonely - there werent
mMany other young people with a faith life like
mMine. ONnce we became parishioners at Saint
Benedict. this all changed - The Experience
(Monday night youth group) helped me to
really grow in my faith in a community of
friends and peers who shared my beliefs. |
attended Steubenvile conferences and the
LEAD leadership retreat. which really helped

mMme grow even closer in my relationship with
God. That was what led me to want to
share that relationship with others — and NET
IS an amazing opportunity to do that

“THE EXPERIENCE (MONDAY NIGHT YOUTH
GROUP) HELPED ME TO REALLY GROW IN MY

FAITH IN A COMMUNITY OF FRIENDS AND PEERS
WHO SHARED MY BELIEFS.”

- CAMERON ORLANDO

HEATHER, HOW DOES IT FEEL TO SEE YOUR
DAUGHTER SERVING AS A MISSIONARY JUST LIKE

YOU DID?

One of the reasons Ive stayed so involved in
youth ministry was because | knew my own
kids would one day grow up to be teenagers

Q ;j% IE i?clrnist/'aﬂ Store

120 Susie Lake Cres., Bayers Lake, NS, B3S 1C7
(902)-405-4540
miracles@eastlink.ca

Your Local Retailer, specializing in
a variety of faith based products
and services, including locally

sourced authors and artists.
We look forward to serving you.

www.miracleschristianstore.com

How do you want
to be remembered?

FREE Pre-Planning Kit
Call902-453-1434

Atlantic Funeral Homes
#» Halifax Chapel

by Arbor Memorial Arbor Memorial Inc.

themselves! It's a time in life when too many
people turn away from their faith, and |
wanted things to be different for my own
children. In the past years. I've been blessed to
be able to watch Cameron make so many
mature decisions that showed me how deep
her faith is. God has been preparing her for
this role long before any of us considered it!
My husband and | arent truly ready to let

our daughter leave home for a year. and

we know that fundraising the costs for her
service will be a challenge. But God has
always blessed us. with strength and with
the treasure we need. and we know that if
God has called her to NET, He wil help us all
make it happen We are filled with joy that
God has called Cameron to this journey. and |
am so excited for all the lives God wil impact
through her service.

CAMERON IS FUNDRAISING FOR HER
MISSIONARY SERVICE. SHE WILL BE SERVING
WITH NET USA AND NEEDS $6000 USD
($8000 CAD) TO COVER THE COSTS OF
HER TIME WITH NET AND FLIGHTS TO AND
FROM MINNESOTA. IF YOU FEEL CALLED TO
HELP HER BRING CHRIST’'S LOVE TO YOUNG
PEOPLE THROUGH NET, DONATE ONLINE AT
NETUSA.ORG/DONATE (THERE’'S A PLACE TO
ADD CAMERON’S NAME), OR DROP OFF A
CANADIAN CHEQUE MADE OUT TO CAMERON
ORLANDO AT THE PARISH OFFICE.

Make the Green Decision. GO BOTTLELESS! It's Environmentally Friendly, Economical and Hassle Free!

MONTHLY BILL-$113

Contact us today for a FREE consultation 902-576-3062
www.alpinewater.ca
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O WOPSHIP

REFLECTION

JOHN RAE
Bene Dictus Team

INn 1962, when | was 10
years old. the Reverend
Jimmy Snow (son of country singer
Hank Snow) had a tent meeting on
the Halfax Commons. At the altar
call. I walked down the aisle, and
bowed my head to receive Jesus in
My heart. Fast forward 50 years to
2012, and | had just walked down the
aisle at the Easter Vigll here at Saint
Benedict Parish. bowed my head and
was about to receive Jesus in the
Eucharist.

Through those 50 years | had gained
heart knowledge of Jesus and head
knowledge of Jesus but now Jesus
was about to be placed into My
hands. My faith was about to become
three dimensional. It had had width
and breadth and it was now going to
be given the gift of depth.

7 saintbenedict.ca

The physicality and sensuousness of
the sacraments highlight the reality of
the Incarnation. Our temptation is to
let go of the spirit of the incarnation,
either by being so heavenly minded
that we are no earthly good or being
so shackled to the materiality of our
ives that the muystical is just seen as a
species of the nonsensical But. here in
the Eucharist, Spirit and matter were
about to be congealed together in the
Host and the Chalice.

Starting from that initial twinge of

the Holy Spirit, In that ‘country and
western’ tent of meeting. the fullness
of time had arrived for me to. ".. taste
and see that the LORD is good™ -
Psalm 348

BENE DICTUS - July 2017



ALPHA @ SAINTBP WILL

LAUNCH ON FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22ND.
REGISTER NOW AT
SAINTBENEDICT.CA/ALPHA

ALPHA IS...

Alpha is based on a pattern
you find in the New Testament
of people bringing their friends,
family and work colleagues to
meet Jesus.

Andrew brought his brother Peter; Philip
brought Nathaniel; Matthew had a party
and invited all his work colleagues — he
said, ‘Come and meet Jesus!’ Alpha is an
easy way of saying to friends, ‘Come and
see, come and explore your questions,
come and hear about Jesus, come and
see for yourself.’

On Alpha we try to be:

REAL - Alpha presents the reality of who
Jesus is. Those that run Alpha are real and
authentic and this allows the guests to be
real themselves. People are welcome to
ask questions and look for answers, with
no pressure to contribute and no follow up
if they don’t come back.

Yolanda Ocampo
Real Estate Agent

902-449.7277

&% yocampo@remaxnova.com
%\ www.yolandaocampo.com
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A Farnham Gate Rd
1902-443-5333
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VACI PAINTING
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RELATIONAL - Alphais based on
genuine friendships that are built up over
a few weeks and often last for years
afterwards.

RELIANT - On Alpha we are reliant on
the Holy Spirit because we realize that it
is only God who changes people’s lives;
we just introduce Him.

No one can force anyone to believe
anything. What we’ve found over

the years is that if we allow people

to be themselves and ask their
questions, focus on building relationships
and rely on the Holy

Spirit, lives are changed.

REVISED AND UPDATED EDITION

HAVE YOU READ IT?

SEND Us AN EMAIL

BLESSEDLIFF@SAINT?ENEDICTCA

}

since 1934

--rLlﬂ}Pmso

n's

OVING & STORAGE

4 great move maove !

902-469-5100

WWW.thOIllp SOIlSIllOVing.Cil
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Saint Benedict Parishis...

...a healthy and growing faith
community that brings people
to Christ, forms disciples and
sends them out to fransformthe
world. Our members commit

to worship. 1o grow. fo serve, to
connect and fo give.

VISION

Connect Groups

Alpha Team ... Ministry

i e @
o o Discipleship
Alpha Groups
- Y
o oV e
How Saint Benedict Parish
Church forms disciples who Worship

° l joyfully live out the mission Y
. .

of Jesus Christ

THE GAME PLAN
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CALENDAR

OF IMPORTANT DATES

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

JULY 2017

FRIDAY SATURDAY

11 FEAST OF ST.
BENEDICT

ANOINTING OF
THE SICK

12 13

EXPOSITION OF
THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT

VACATIONIBIBLEFSCHOO

14 15
MEN’S
LEADERSHIP GYM

18

WORKSHOP ON
FUNERALS

19 20
EXPOSITION OF
THE BLESSED

21 22
MEN’S
LEADERSHIP GYM

BLESSED SACRAMENT IS EXPOSED
DIATELY FOLLOWING 9AM MORNING
S. REPOSE IS AT 10:00PM

1 AUGUST

SACRAMENT
24 25 26 27 28 29
SBP PODCAST | EXPOSITION OF MEN'S
RELEASED THE BLESSED LEADERSHIP GYM

SACRAMENT

2
EXPOSITION OF
THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT

* Weekend Specials
+Gift Cards
*Platters
« Sushi Products
FISHERMA ’S 607 Bedford Hwy., Halifax
MARKET NS B3M 2L6
P 443 -FISH (3474)

4
MEN’S
LEADERSHIP GYM

=) HALIFAX

¥ apartments.ca

1,2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
FIND A PLAGE TO CALL HOME

WM/PQRES Contact Kristi 902-401-6732

GROU®P halifaxapartments.ca

YVIVENTURA seaurvim

KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE WORKING FOR YOU

Marilisa Benigno

Realtor/Parishioner

/

& |

REALTOR

902.830.1343
marilisa@venturarealty.ca

www.venturarealty.ca

property maintenance
snow removal
carpentry & more

[ElgleecTellsle}y /902.701.2769

www.mbalandscaping.ca
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PARISH STAFF TEAM (OFFICE: 902-443-0725; EMAIL: (©SAINTBENEDICT.CA)

DARLENE BONANG (EX 0)
Office Manager
DarleneB@

CHERYL BOUDREAU
Administrative Assistant
CheryBo

JEN FERRIER (EX 30)
Evangelization Coordinator
JenniferF@

CATHERINE GouLD (EX 27)
Discipleship Group Coordinator
CatherineGe

RON HUNTLEY (EX 39)
Director of Pastoral Ministries
RonH®

PAUL LANG (EX 41)
AV & Music Coordinator
PaulL@

RONNIE LUNN (EX 37)
Youth Ministry Coordinator
RonnieL®

RoB MCDOWELL (EX 26)
Director of Parish Life
RobM@

RYAN ORLANDO (EX 40)

RyanO@
LAURA O’ROURKE

LauraOE
MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE - MAY 2017
AVG/
$24

See Note

PARISH DEBT REDUCTION REC'D TOTAL

$3,501
$3,347

$698,648

ENVELOPES 145
PAR

, _ 67
Pre-authorized Remittance
MORTGAGE BALANCE AS OF MaY 31, 2017
INTEREST PAID (ON MORTGAGE) IN MAY 2017 $1,923
PRINCIPAL PAID (ON MORTGAGE) IN MAY 2017 $9,514

Principal payments include principal portion of monthly mortgage payment
plus additional principal payments made frorm Parish Debt funds recieved

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS REC'D TOTAL AVG/

ENVELOPES 1,337  $35,314 $26
PAR 380 $44,970 See Note

Pre-authorized Remittance

*Note: PAR options include weekly, bi- weekly and monthly withdrawals;
therefore a ‘weekly average is unavaiable.

AABEL FUELS;
462Z2-8071

HERITAGE
MEMORIALS LTD

1143 Bedford Hwy
902-835-8757

www.heritagememorials.com

www.takosushiramen.ca

g 77 |
supersiore
N SO

902-405-8855
TAKE OUT

Manager

Faclities & Custodial Manager

Director of Children's Ministries

902.442.4144 - print101.ca

kw

and leasing of office,

industrial, retail, multi-

family investment and
development land

KATE ROBINSON (EX 29)
Director of Communications
KateR@

DINAH SIMMONS (EX 24)
Director of Sacraments & Liturgy
DinahSe

JOANNE THIBEAU (EX 28)
Manager of Finance
JoanneT@

DEACON DAVID VISCOUNT
Permanent Deacon
DavidVe

CHRIS YETMAN (EX 21)

Director of Engagement
ChrisYetman®

IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN THE SACRAMENTS OF
BAPTISM OR MATRIMONY AT SAINT BENEDICT

PARISH, PLEASE NOTE THAT IN ADDITION TO
PREPARATION, WE REQUIRE THAT YOU GET IN TOUCH
WITH US A MINIMUM OF 3 MONTHS IN ADVANCE OF
YOUR HOPED-FOR DATE FOR BAPTISM AND ONE YEAR
PRIOR TO YOUR DESIRED WEDDING DATE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BAPTISMS, PLEASE
CONTACT CAROL: BAPTISMS(@SAINTBENEDICT.CA.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WEDDINGS, PLEASE
CONTACT DEACON DAVID: WEDDINGS@SAINTBENEDICT.CA.

ek okok ok ok ok ok kR kR ok kR kR Rk Rk Rk Rk ok kR Rk Kk

FOR FUNERALS, PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE
(AND LISTEN TO THE PROMPTS) TO BE CONNECTED
WITH OUR FUNERAL MINISTRY TEAM.

PRINT(D

PRINT. SIGNAGE. DESIGN.

SPECIALIZING IN:
DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING
LARGE FORMAT
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Funeral Home

339 Lacewood Drive
Halifax, Nova Scotia
902-455-0531

COMMERCIAL
ADVISORS

Proud to serve the
Parish of Saint Benedict

A trusted name since 1883

AND DELIVERY
480 Parkland Drive

Paulo Brilhante

Tom Gerard | 902-407-2489
kwcommercialhalifax.com

WWW JASnowFuneralHome.com




